
 
 

Expressionism 
Centered in Germany, 1905-1940’s 

 
Expressionism is a style in which the intention is not to reproduce a subject accurately, 
but instead to portray it in such a way as to express the inner state of the artist. The 
movement is especially associated with Germany, and was influenced by such 
emotionally-charged styles as Symbolism, Fauvism, and Cubism. 
 
There are several different and somewhat overlapping groups of Expressionist artists, 
including Der Blaue Reiter ("The Blue Rider"), Die Brücke ("The Bridge"), Die Neue 
Sachlichkeit ("The New Objectivity") and the Bauhaus School. 
 
Leading Expressionists included Wassily Kandinsky, Franz Marc, George Grosz and 
Amadeo Modigliani. 
 
In the mid-20th century, Abstract Expressionism (in which there is no subject at all, but 
instead pure abstract form) developed into an extremely influential style in the United 
States. 
 

 
 

Cubism 
Europe, 1908-1920 

 
Cubism was developed between about 1908 and 1912 in collaboration between 
Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso. Their main influences are said to have been Tribal 
Art (although Braque later disputed this) and the work of Paul Cezanne. The movement 
itself was not long-lived or widespread, but it began an immense creative explosion 
which resonated through all of 20th century art. 
 
The key concept underlying Cubism is that the essence of an object can only be 
captured by showing it from multiple points of view simultaneously. 
 
Cubism had run its course by the end of World War I, but among the movements directly 
influenced by it were Orphism, Precisionism, Futurism, Purism, Constructivism, and, to 
some degree, Expressionism. 
 

 
 
 

Dada 
Europe, 1916-1924 

 
Dada was a protest by a group of European artists against World War I, bourgeois 
society, and the conservativism of traditional thought. Its followers used absurdities and 
non sequiturs to create artworks and performances which defied any intellectual 
analysis. They also included random "found" objects in sculptures and installations. 
 
The founders included the French artist Jean Arp and the writers Hugo Ball and Tristan 
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Tzara. Francis Picabia and Marcel Duchamp were also key contributors. 
 
The Dada movement evolved into Surrealism in the 1920's 
 
 
 

Art Deco 
1920’s-1930’s 

 
Art Deco is an elegant style of decorative art, design and architecture which began as a 
Modernist reaction against the Art Nouveau style. It is characterized by the use of angular, 
symmetrical geometric forms. One of the classic Art Deco themes is that of 1930s-era 
skyscrapers such as New York's Chrysler Building and Empire State Building. The former, 
designed by architect William Van Alen, is considered to be one of the world's great Art Deco 
style buildings. 
 
The Art Deco look is related to the Precisionist art movement, which developed at about the same 
time. 
 
Well-known artists within the Art Deco movement included Tamara de Lempicka, fashion 
illustrator Erte, glass artist Rene Lalique and graphic designer Adolphe Mouron (known 
professionally Cassandre). 

 
 

Surrealism 
Europe, 1924-1950’s 

 
Surrealism is a style in which fantastical visual imagery from the subconscious mind is 
used with no intention of making the work logically comprehensible. Founded by Andre 
Breton in 1924, it was a primarily European movement that attracted many members of 
the chaotic Dada movement. It was similar in some elements to the mystical 19th-
century Symbolist movement, but was deeply influenced by the psychoanalytic work of 
Freud and Jung. 
 
The Surrealist circle was made up of many of the great artists of the 20th century, 
including Max Ernst, Giorgio de Chirico, Jean Arp, Man Ray, Joan Miro, and Rene 
Magritte. Salvador Dali, probably the single best-known Surrealist artist, broke with the 
group due to his right-wing politics (during this period leftism was the fashion among 
Surrealists, and in fact in almost all intellectual circles). 
 
The Magic Realists were American artists somewhat influenced by the Surrealists 
 

 
 

Abstract Expressionism 
Centered in New York City, 1946-1960’s 

 
Abstract Expressionism is a type of art in which the artist expresses himself purely 
through the use of form and color. It non-representational, or non-objective, art, which 
means that there are no actual objects represented. 
   
Now considered to be the first American artistic movement of international importance, 
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the term was originally used to describe the work of Willem de Kooning, Jackson Pollock 
and Arshile Gorky. 
 
The movement can be more or less divided into two groups: Action Painting, typified by 
artists such as Pollock, de Kooning, Franz Kline, and Philip Guston, stressed the 
physical action involved in painting; Color Field Painting, practiced by Mark Rothko and 
Kenneth Noland, among others, was primarily concerned with exploring the effects of 
pure color on a canvas. 
 

 
Pop Art 

1950’s-1960’s 
 
Pop Art is a style of art which explores the everyday imagery that is so much a part of 
contemporary consumer culture. Common sources of imagery include advertisements, consumer 
product packaging, celebrity photographs, and comic strips. 
 
Leading Pop artists include Andy Warhol, Robert Rauschenberg, and Roy Lichtenstein. 
 

 
Minimalism 

Emerged in the 1960’s 
 
Minimalism is a form of art in which objects are stripped down to their elemental, geometric form, 
and presented in an impersonal manner. It is an Abstract style of art which came about as a 
reaction against the subjective elements of Abstract Expressionism. 
 
Minimalist art frequently takes the form of installation or sculpture, for example with Donald Judd, 
Carl Andre Dan Flavin and Sol LeWitt. However, there are also a number of minimalist painters, 
such as Ellsworth Kelly, and Frank Stella. 
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